Results of a survey regarding perioperative antiseptic practices.
Currently, there are many options available for perioperative antiseptic techniques for cutaneous surgery. However, there is a paucity of scientific evidence available to suggest which techniques are worthwhile and which are not. To determine if there is any consensus among dermatologic surgeons as to which perioperative techniques are being used and which are not. A questionnaire regarding perioperative techniques was mailed to the 641 members of the American College of Mohs Surgery (ACMS). Forty-one percent of those queried returned the questionnaire within the allotted time. Surgical caps and booties were the least used antiseptic techniques. Respondents tended to use antiseptic techniques less often for less invasive procedures and more often for more invasive procedures. Few people used surgical caps, surgical gowns, or booties for any procedure. Many traditional perioperative antiseptic techniques are not being performed by respondents. Calculated infection rates are very low for all queried procedures.